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May = Mental Health Awareness Month 
 May is Mental Health Awareness Month. Since its inception in 1949, Mental Health 

Awareness Month has been a cornerstone of addressing the challenges faced by millions 

of Americans living with mental health conditions. We have decided to look at the history 

of our State Hospitals here in Indiana as a way of honoring the mental health                 

professionals in our community. 

 In 1845, Lawmakers authorized building a hospital for the “insane” and the state 

purchased a 160 acre farm 2 miles from downtown Indianapolis on National Road. That 

hospital was named “The Indiana Hospital for the Insane” which opened on November 

21, 1848 with 8 patients.    

 The State Legislature authorized 3 more regional psychiatric institutions to be built 

in 1889.   The Indianapolis hospital later changed its name to Central State and it            

remained the largest hospital with an average population of 1800 people at its height in 

the early 20th Century.  

 In 1883, Indiana’s Legislature authorized funding for the construction of a new     

facility in Evansville. A secluded, densely wooded farm on Newburgh Road (now Lincoln 

Avenue) was selected as the site. “The Southern Indiana Hospital for the Insane” (called 

“Woodmere” because of its tree covered grounds) was purchased for $17,000.00.             

The boundaries expanded from Vann Avenue to Division Street, Boeke to Morgan Avenue 

and Stockwell Road to Lincoln Avenue.  The building was completed in 1886 and opened 

in 1890.  It was renamed Evansville State Hospital in 1927. On October 30, 1890, the new 

hospital admitted its first 2 patients. A fire in 1943 destroyed the main structure and a re-

placement facility known as Continuing Treatment Unit or CTU, was constructed in its 

place.                Continued on Page 2. 
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State Hospitals in Indiana... 
 We currently have 5 State Hospitals in Indiana:  The Neuro Diagnostic Institute in 
Indianapolis, which is the newest state hospital, Evansville State, Madison State,              
Logansport State, Richmond State and Evansville Psychiatric Children’s Center.               
Logansport primarily deals with individuals with legal charges and more aggressive        
patients. Richmond and Madison work with more substance abuse, Evansville is moving 
more towards the geriatric population, NDI is for newly diagnosed adults and children and 
EPCC is for children up to the age of 14.  

 Indiana’s State Psychiatric Hospitals serve many roles in their respective             
communities. They are inpatient treatment units for those who need an intensive level of 
treatment. They are excellent research facilities for students and professionals in the field 
of mental health and addictions. The State Hospitals serve adults with mental health      
issues and addiction issues as well as children and adolescents with serious emotional 
disturbances.  The State Hospitals also provide evaluations for the courts to determine if a 
crime was committed due to a mental illness.   

 To be admitted to a State Psychiatric Hospital, the person has to be in an inpatient 
setting, have a civil commitment hearing and be deemed gravely disabled or a danger to 
self or others. When a patient is admitted to the hospital, the State Psychiatric Liaison 
works with the treatment teams to help assess and determine if a patient is ready for      
discharge back to the community. Returning to the community can be back to their      
previous home, a group home, nursing home or living with family members. Ongoing             
psychiatric appointments are arranged for the person prior to a person leaving a state    
hospital.    

 Unfortunately, over the past 25 years, there has been a steady decline in the number 
of beds the hospitals have to offer the community. We have gone from each hospital      
having the capacity of treating upwards of 700 patients per hospital to now only being 
able to have 100-155 patients. This has resulted in more mentally ill patients being         
arrested and jailed for crimes such as trespassing, battery on a police officer and            
disorderly conduct.   

Article written by Jennifer Thomas, BSW 

State Psychiatric Hospital Liaison 
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Open Burn Regulations 
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Recreational Fire Rules 
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815 John Street Evansville, IN / 812-618-2202 

info@evansvillefarmersmarket.org 
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Upcoming Events  

May 15th - Mayors Traveling City Hall 

 University of Evansville -  Eykamp Hall  

 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM 

May 15th - Coffee with a Deputy 

 3443 Kansas Rd - 7:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

May 16th - EPD West Sector Meeting 

 C.K. Newsome Center Room 118 A&B - 6:00 PM 

May 21st - EPD East Sector Meeting 

 C.K. Newsome Center Room 118 A&B - 6:00 PM 

May 21st - Coffee with a Cop 

 Mission Grounds - Washington Square Mall 

 7:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

May 26th - Evansville Food Truck Festival 

 Bosse Field - 1:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

June 1st - 2024 River City Pride Festival & Parade 

 Downtown Evansville - 12:00 PM - 10:00 PM 

 Parade at 12:00 PM on Main Street. 

June 27th - UNOE General Membership Meeting 

 C.K. Newsome Community Center - 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM 

 FREE HOT DOGS Served at 5:30 PM Before Meeting. 
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For updated MeeƟng Ɵmes and locaƟons please contact your Neighborhood AssociaƟon President. 
If you need their contact informaƟon call the UNOE office and speak with Joe or Casey. 

OfficeÊHoursÊ-ÊMondayÊthruÊThursdayÊ9:00amÊ-Ê3:00pm 

PhoneÊ#Ê-Ê812-428-4243ÊÊEmailÊ-Êoffice@unoevansville.org 

WebÊ-Êwww.unoevansville.org 

FacebookÊ-Êwww.facebook.com/unoevansville 

Neighbor to Neighbor 

2024  Membership Applications are now due. 


